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GNANGARA MOUND — ABSTRACTION REDUCTION 

Statement by Minister for Water 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [2.09 pm]: I rise to inform the house that the Water 
Corporation will substantially reduce its abstraction from the Gnangara Mound this year, which is welcome news 
as it will go a long way towards reducing the stress on the most significant water resource in Perth.  

In previous years the abstraction has been as high as 168 gigalitres; this year it will be in the vicinity of 
115 gigalitres, which is 22 gigalitres less than 2009-10, when it was 137 gigalitres. To put this in perspective, 
imagine the Subiaco Oval filled with water to the top of the goalposts and times that by 22; that is the saving that 
we are witnessing this year. It should be noted that the 115-gigalitre draw is very close to the recommended 
volume, which is set to ensure that the Gnangara system is a sustainable and long-term option as a major 
contributor to Perth’s high-quality scheme water.  

The Gnangara system has historically provided 60 per cent of our water needs. This has dropped to 50 per cent in 
recent years due to the first desalination plant coming online in 2007. The abstraction from the mound is 
expected to drop further when the Southern Seawater Desalination Plant comes online in the summer of 2011-12. 
However, we cannot rely on desalination alone. The desalination of our sea water provides us with a, if we like, 
water baseload, which assists in the provision of fresh drinking water to the community, but it should not be seen 
as the answer in isolation. I believe that we in Western Australia are all conscious of this fact.  

I would therefore again like to take this opportunity to congratulate the community for its support in turning off 
its sprinklers during the winter months and then keeping them off during the cool spring that we are 
experiencing. These water savings have definitely contributed to reducing the stress on the mound. That said, 
however, it is not now the time to relax our attitude to water use as the position could easily change. If the 2010 
winter was very dry or if consumption levels unexpectedly increased, we would find ourselves in a very different 
situation. 

I urge the community and my parliamentary colleagues to continue their vigilance in saving our most precious 
resource and to utilise commonsense when it comes to keeping water consumption to a minimum, even though 
the sprinkler bans stopped at the end of August. We must not forget that we are still experiencing a variable 
climate trend that has lasted for more than 30 years. 
 


